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cases these can become discriminated, or brought to mind by
special means; the practice of psychoanalysis consists in the
attempt to do this. There is no reason to suppose, however, that
those which not merely are not, but which cannot, be brought to
mind do not influence us in the same way.

5.   Subjective aim and purpose

There remains to be considered the relation between the
subjective aim of a percipient event, and the purposes of human
beings. The end in view of an actual occasion, its subjective aim,
is to unify its prehended feelings into one determinate feeling by
which it becomes the efficient cause of other events relevant to its
present experience. What is usually meant by a purpose, however,
is an end in view which can only be reached by a series of acts,
all the members of which are influenced by the purpose. Such a
purpose is an enduring feature of the objective datum prehended
by the series of events constituting that stretch of the nexus between
the origin of the purpose and its fulfilment. The causal efficacy
of the purpose is to be found in the subjective aim of each
percipient event, which prehends the purpose as it prebends its
sensa or other objects of experience. The meaning of the sensa
which it prehends has to be found in relation to the prehended
purpose. Thus purpose operates in the same way as past
experience. If a child has once been attacked by a dog, the sight
of a dog will for a long time have the emotional tone of fear, which
expresses the fact that it is related to, or associated with, the
conceptual action of avoidance. If I have conceived the purpose
of smoking a cigarette, visual sensa prehended by the succeeding
percipient events will be prehended in a nexus which includes the
purpose. The packet of cigarettes and the box of matches are
perceived as meaning a different sort of action than they would
have meant if my purpose had been to tidy my table.

Thus purpose becomes causally effective through the subjective
aim of individual percipient events. Final causation is to be found
in the subjective aim of actual occasions acting as efficient causes
of other events relevant to their present experience,

As already discussed, the anticipations inherent in perception
imply purposive action directed towards the anticipated event.
Like purpose, anticipations may have a short or long range. The
limiting case of short range anticipation is expressed in the effective
tone of a single act of perception with a minimum of cognitive
emphasis; for instance, an unformulated feeling of fear.